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PROJECTS 
 
CALIFORNIA PROPOSITION 65 
 
On behalf of two manufacturers, we 
evaluated the potential hazard to users of 
dishwashing liquids and other products 
containing low concentrations of the ro-
dent carcinogen, 1,4-dioxane.  We per-
formed screening and in-depth exposure 
analyses that addressed dermal, inhala-
tional, and oral contact with 1,4-dioxane 
and demonstrated that the no-significant-
risk-level for the chemical was not ex-
ceeded.  For more information, contact 
Edmund Crouch.  
 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
 
Funded by a U.S. EPA Technical Assis-
tance Grant (TAG), Cambridge Envi-
ronmental is supporting the efforts of the 
Wilmington Environmental Restoration 
Committee (WERC) to monitor the in-
vestigation and remediation of the Olin 
Chemical Superfund Site in Wilmington, 
Massachusetts.  WERC is particularly 
concerned about the migration of chemi-
cals in groundwater to drinking water 
sources, as N-nitrosodimethylamine (a 
very toxic chemical released by Olin) 
has been detected in town wells in the 
past.  Cambridge Environmental pro-
vides similar technical assistance to the 
Aberjona Study Coalition, a group con-
cerned about two other Superfund sites 
(Industriplex and Wells G&H) located 
close to the Olin site.  For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Zemba. 
 

ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELDS 
 
Cambridge Environmental evaluated 
electromagnetic fields (EMF) associated 
with electric power generation and dis-
tribution at a proposed new university 
science facility in Boston.  We modeled 
EMF due to power distribution equip-
ment and electrical circuits, and evalu-
ated the potential effects of EMF on sen-
sitive receptors including sensitive labo-
ratory equipment and children in a day-
care center at the facility.  The results of 
the evaluation allowed the university to 
determine whether the equipment should 
be moved or shielded to minimize EMF 
at sensitive locations.  For more infor-
mation, contact Rich Lester. 
 
DRUG OVERDOSES 
 
On behalf of different clients, we re-
searched the possible permanent health 
damage due to one-time overdoses of 
prescription drugs.  In each case, it was 
alleged that the drug was erroneously 
prepared and labeled by the dispensing 
pharmacy, resulting in the accidental 
overdoses.  We consulted the toxicologic 
and medical literature, as well as medi-
cal records of the persons accidentally 
overdosed, and rendered opinions re-
garding long-term health consequences.  
For more information, contact Sarah 
Armstrong. 
 
ASBESTOS IN NEIGHBORHOOD AIR 
 
We recently assisted two clients in as-
sessing retrospective neighborhood ex-
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posure to asbestos released from manu-
facturing facilities.  Industrial hygiene 
measurements, combined with typical air 
exchange rates with the outdoors, were 
used to estimate asbestos emissions into 
the atmosphere.  U.S. EPA dispersion 
models were then applied to estimate 
asbestos concentrations in ambient air at 
various distances from the facilities.  In 
each case, incremental concentrations of 
asbestos in ambient air due to facility 
emissions were found to be small frac-
tions of representative background lev-
els.  For more information, contact Steve 
Zemba. 
 
ASBESTOS CONTAMINATION OF A HOME 
 
On behalf of a private boarding school, 
we reviewed results of air, bulk material, 
and wipe sampling for asbestos from a 
faculty residence.  We interviewed main-
tenance staff and met with residents to 
discuss the significance of the findings 
for their health.  In this case, we were 
able to reassure the residents that their 
health was negligibly affected.  For more 
information, contact Laura Green. 
 
ADVERSARIAL PROCEEDINGS 
 
Cambridge Environmental staff have 
served as testifying and/or consulting 
experts in several recent permit hearings 
and lawsuits.  Claims addressed in-
cluded: the carcinogenicity of diesel en-
gine exhaust, trichloroethylene, and low-
level exposures to benzene; the validity 
of pre-employment drug tests; likely 
health impacts of subsurface waste dis-
posal; and public health impacts of fos-
sil-fueled electric power plants.  For 

more information, contact Sarah Arm-
strong. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
At the Society for Risk Analysis 2008 
Annual Meeting, Edmund Crouch pre-
sented a paper, “Health risk assessment 
perspectives on chlorinated ethylenes: 
Focus on perchloroethylene toxicity val-
ues,” and Steve Zemba presented a pa-
per, “Data and decision analysis in the 
context of vapor intrusion.”  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
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